*Photographic regional atlas of bone disease* is a revised edition of Robert W Mann and Sean P Murphy\'s book *Regional atlas of bone disease* published in 1990. This new version has replaced some of the drawings with black and white photographic images, allowing the reader a better visual understanding of the bony variations described. The book serves as an introduction aimed at physical anthropologists, whether in the field of archaeology or forensic science, it offers insight into the history of palaeopathology followed by a guide on points to be considered before and during the recording of physical remains. It addresses the need for familiarity with the processes of bone formation and remodelling in order to understand how certain conditions develop and how best to interpret them. The authors stress throughout how the variations in appearance of subadult and adult bones must be understood to avoid misinterpretation of porotic conditions in subadult human remains. They also look at the normal variations within an adult population.

The book concentrates on methods of description and the meaning of osteological terminology in order to ensure that the correct terms are used during recording. It also studies the distinction between non-metric variations (non-pathological variations) and pathological conditions in the individual bones. As there is a distinct lack of published literature covering the descriptions and possible interpretations of non-metric traits, this book fills a long-standing gap and will be useful to both experienced and novice osteologists alike.

The discussion on bony variation and pathological conditions has been divided into skeletal elements starting with the skull followed by the spine, ribs, pelvis, upper body and lower body. The idea behind this format works, as it enables the researcher to look up specific areas of the skeleton rather than having first to consider why the changes occurred and then to search through the many available pathological textbooks to find a description that matches that of the skeletal element researched. The book also provides a breakdown of the historical and geographical background on a number of pathological conditions including fungal infections and treponematosis. A breakdown of more complex conditions such as tumours is expanded in chapter 8, whilst the distinction between peri- and post-mortem fracture patterns are discussed in chapter 9.

The introductory chapter is written by one of the most distinguished scholars in the field of palaeopathology, Professor Donald J Ortner, who outlines the book\'s scope and limitations. He quite rightly discusses the problem of multifocal pathologies, which are severely limited by the regional approach presented in this book. Having established the possible cause of skeletal change and whether it is indeed pathological and not a non-metric variation, a researcher would therefore be prudent to complement Mann and Hunt\'s descriptions by consulting more comprehensive books dedicated to pathological conditions. A wide ranging list of recommended literature is provided for this very purpose.

A series of illustrations of annotated complete skeletons showing, from different angles, the main muscle attachments to the skeleton is included. The drawings are somewhat crude, but serve as an overview that can be followed up by more detailed literature on the subject.

Great emphasis has been placed on the interpretation of the conditions noted and on how, in the past, erroneous interpretations were made through a lack of understanding and an absence of solid research techniques. The authors stress that research in modern clinical literature may help to explain, and aid the understanding of, the patterns which occur in past populations. They offer examples and references to work carried out on different skeletal conditions.

As a fundamental overview of the skeleton, Mann and Hunt\'s book should be available to all novice osteologists. It is certainly a work I wish had been available to me during my university degree and primary years in the field as an osteoarchaeologist.
